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Nigeria has 20 indexed journals in ISC. Iran
(1702 journals (479 English journals)), Turkey
(318 journals) and Egypt (187 journals) are the
first three countries with regard to the number of
indexed journals in ISC. As shown in the table

= x 4

€ C i

Journal Citation Reports (JCR)

A A ek -
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above, from among the 20 journals of Nigeria
indexed in ISC, 4 are in core collection, 7 are
in waiting journals, and the rest are in primary
journals.

1SSN

The subjects
journals

covered by
“Arts
“Health Sciences”, “Life Sciences”, “Social
Sciences”, and

Nigeria’s

include and Humanities”,

“Physical Sciences” in
Macro level and “Humanities”, “Medicine”,
“Veterinary”, “Pharmacology, Toxicology and
Pharmaceutics”, “Environmental Sciences”,
“Psychology”, and “Social Sciences” in Mid-

level.

Based on the data, the journal “Tropical
Journal of Pharmaceutical Research” with
an Impact Factor of 0.120 is the best journal of
Nigeria in ISC. It is Q2 in Macro Level Subject
of Health Sciences and Mid-Level Subject of
Medicine. It is also Q3 in Macro Level Subject
of Life Sciences and Mid-Level Subject of
Pharmacology, Toxicology and Pharmaceutics.
It is in the Core Collection of JCR journals as
well.
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Journals of Nigeria in JCR

ISSN

Impact
Factor
in 2017

Q in Mid-Level Subject

ISC
Level

African Journal of Biomedical -
1 Research 11195096 N/A Medicine (N/A) v J
) A.frlcan Journal of Infectious 20060165 0.027 | Medicine (Q4) 0
Diseases
African Journal of Library, . . c 4
3 Archives and Information Science 07934778 N/A Social Sciences (N/A) "[f
African Journal of Medicine and .
P i 03093913 | N/A | Medicine (N/A) 0
African Journal of Reproductive .. [ 1
5 Health 11184841 N/A Medicine (N/A) -_gx
African Journal of Traditional,
6 Complementary and Alternative 01896016 N/A Medicine (N/A) A J
Medicines
7 African Journal of Urology 11105704 N/A Medicine (N/A) \,r)
8 Annals of African Medicine 15963519 N/A Medicine (N/A) g
Atbu Journal of Environmental Environmental Sciences
9 | Technology 15966035 | N/A | (00 0
Creative Artist: a Journal of Theatre . .
10 | and Media Studies 20066910 N/A Social Sciences (N/A) 0
11 Edo Journal of Counselling 20067593 N/A Psychology (N/A) 0
12 Ilorin Journal of Religious Studies 21417040 N/A Humanities (N/A) 0
Journal of Applied Sciences and Environmental Sciences
13 | Environmental Management 11198362 ") 0.058 (Q4) 8
Journal of Medicine and Biomedical .
14 | Research 15966941 N/A | Medicine (N/A) v )
Journal of Surgical Technique and 20068808 N/A Medicine (N/A)
15 | Case Report
16 | Nigerian Journal of Clinical Practice | 11193077 | 0.107 | Medicine (Q3) "-_F/'
17 Nigerian Journal of Medicine 11152613 N/A Medicine (N/A) 0
Nigerian Postgraduate Medical ..
18 | Journal 11171936 N/A | Medicine (N/A) v J
Sokoto Journal of Veterinary .
19 | Sciences 1595093X N/A Veterinary (N/A) v J
Tropical Journal of Pharmacology, Toxicology | | )
20 | Pharmaceutical Research 15965996 | 0.120 | ;14 Pharmaceutics (Q3), '{”
Medicine (Q2)
9 ) \ %
* Primary Journals Waiting Journals Core Collection




An Introduction to JCR

Journal Citation Reports (JCR)
(https://jer.isc.gov.ir/main.aspx) is derived from
international Scientometric standards and is an
essential tool for in-depth analysis and ranking
of scholarly and professional journals. This tool
covers different languages including Persian,
English, French, and Arabic. By analyzing
citations, Islamic World Journal Citation
Reports measures research influence and
impact at the journal and category levels and
shows the relationship between citing and cited
journals. Exploring the impact and influence of
the Islamic World’s leading scholarly journals
is possible by performing direct comparisons of
titles using trend analysis. This Product helps
researchers keep up with the latest bibliometric
developments, track publication and citation
patterns to aid strategy and policy making,
identify the most influential journals in which to
publish articles, determine journal’s influence in

the marketplace and review editorial functions.

JCR pursues significant goals in Islamic
World:

v' Evaluating and ranking journals based
on scientometric criteria

v' Systematic and objective review of the
Islamic World’s leading journals

v' Providing the context to understand a
journal’s true place in the scholarly world

v' Applying a combination of impact
metrics, and citing and cited data points to
comprise the complete Islamic World citation
network.
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Journals in IS

JCR offers various analysis options:

<

journals’ Impact Factors

journals’ Immediacy Index
journals’ Cited Half-Life

journals’ Total Cites

journals’ Total Articles

Citing Journals

Cited Journals

Journals’ Bibliographic Information
Advanced Filtering Options

NN N N N T VR VRN

Trend Analyses

Subject Assignment in JCR

In JCR, there are three levels of subjects:
Macro Level, Mid-Level and Micro Level.
ISC has assigned subjects according to
categorization of Ministry of Science, Research
and Technology of Iran until 2016. However,
since 2017, subject assignment of ISC in JCR
has been done based on international databases
categorization, with some slight changes. The
Macro Level subjects reported currently in ISC
include: Life Sciences, Arts and Humanities,
Social Sciences, Health Sciences, Physical
Sciences and Multidisciplinary.
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Pakistan’s Share of World’s Scientific Publication
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Pakistan’s Share of OIC’s Scientific Publication
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Top Countries with Highest Scientific Collaboration in 2019
[

Rank Countries Records
1 PEOPLES R CHINA 4659
2 SAUDI ARABIA 2609
3 USA 2166
4 ENGLAND 1505
5 MALAYSIA 1433
6 SOUTH KOREA 1318
7 GERMANY 925
8 INDIA 896
9 TURKEY 857

10 AUSTRALIA 854
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2.0 is required to graduate from bachelor’s programs, whereas a GPA of 2.5 or higher is required in
the case of graduate programs.

Pakistan’s Higher Education Grading Scale

LETTER GRADE GRADE POINT PERCENTAGES WES CONVERSION
A 3.67-4.00 85-100 A
A- 3.34-3.66 80-84 A-
B+ 3.01-3.33 75-79 B+
B 2.67-3.00 7174 B
B- 2.34-266 68-70 B-
Z
c+ 2.01-2.33 64-67 C+ 2
C 1.67-2.00 61-63 c g
G2 1.31-1.66 58-60 c- g
e
D+ 1.01-1.30 54-57 D+ o
o
D 0.10-1.00 50-53 D ')
(=]
F 0 0-50 F

© 2020 World Education Services
wenrwes.org
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Affiliated colleges, on the other hand, are
regulated at the provincial level. They can also
be either public or private, but only public DAIs
are allowed to have affiliated colleges, and
most colleges are, in effect, public institutions.
Relying on affiliated colleges to teach degree
programs affords universities a comparatively
easy and cost-effective way to scale up capacity,
especially in remote areas. The number of
affiliated colleges in Pakistan has consequently
mushroomed since the 1990s.

In addition to affiliated colleges, there’s a
smaller number of constituent colleges, also
referred to as campuses, directly administered
by the universities. Whereas most affiliated
colleges teach only undergraduate programs,
these colleges offer both undergraduate and
graduate programs.

A relatively new phenomenon is the
establishment of a system of community
colleges. Like other colleges, community
colleges are teaching institutions affiliated
with a DAI, but they are designed to offer more
applied programs that lead to employment-
geared associate degrees. One example of this
trend is a pilot program launched by the Punjab
Higher Education Council to establish a number
of community colleges to address the need for
skilled labor in the province.

Universities

Of the 209 DAIls/universities recognized
by the HEC, 126—or 60 percent—are public.
Private higher education is relatively new in
Pakistan and was, in fact, banned under leftist
governments in the 1970s and early 1980s. After
it was re-introduced, the number of private
HEIs grew substantially, helping to absorb
the rising demand for higher education. While
there were only two private HEIs in Pakistan
at the beginning of the 1990s, there are now 83
private DAISs, enrolling some 19 percent of all
university students.

Most public universities are large multi-
faculty research institutions that offer a full range
of academic programs, including PhD programs,
which are almost exclusively offered by public
DAIs. The University of the Punjab has five
campuses, more than 70 departments, and about
46,000 on-campus students. Pakistan’s largest
public university in terms of enrollments, and
simultaneously one of the largest universities in
the world, is Allama Igbal Open University, an
open distance education provider.

THE HIGHER EDUCATION DEGREE
StRUCTURE

Pakistan used to have bachelor’s degree
programs that were only two or three years
in length—a short duration by international
standards. The traditional degree system was
mostly structured into two-year bachelor’s
programs (pass degree) followed by a two-year
master’s degree (2+2), or more specialized
three-year bachelor’s programs (honors degrees)
followed by a one-year master’s degree (3+1).

However, the structure of higher education
qualifications has undergone significant
changes in recent years, transitioning to a four-
year bachelor’s degree, followed by a one- to
two-year master’s degree in line with global
trends. Pakistan’s current national qualifications

framework spans eight levels, from elementary

education to doctoral studies, emulating
common academic qualifications frameworks
worldwide.

Grading Scale

The HEC recommends the use of the
following U.S.-style grading scale which
has been adopted, with some variations, by a
majority of HEIs in Pakistan. Note that academic
transcripts may still indicate percentage marks,
as used under the old system (see below), but
the actual grade ranges are different. According
to the official guidelines, a minimum GPA of




- Introduction of Tenure Track Service
Structure (TTS) apart from the regular service
structure.

- Initiation and operation of the Learning
Innovation Division.

- Its primary function is to provide
training programs to in-service university
teaching faculty, governance programs for
university management and English Language
Teaching Reforms (ELTR): workshops, short
courses, seminars, and orientation programs
on English Language Teaching, to bring it
at par with international standards. English
Language Teaching (ELT) conferences and
seminars are conducted frequently, under the
supervision of the HEC, for the professional
competence of university teachers. This needs
to be futurized by introducing EIIL: English as
an International Instrumental Language.

- Conducting courses on the importance
and implementation of Incorporating
Technology in Education (ITE). The inclusion
of computer training and its academic and
professional application for the university
teachers.

- Establishment of a Quality Assurance
Cell (QAC) at the HEC main campus,
Islamabad, and Quality Enhancement Cells
(QEC) at the university level, both public and
private.

- Higher
development and

- The HEC has also helped the universities
in  Pakistan

education infrastructure

improvement.
with  Financial Planning,
Management and Investment. It has also
been a major funding and financing agency
to the universities. Budgeting and Financial
Discipline are crucial allied areas.

University Admissions

Undergraduate admissions criteria in
Pakistan vary by institution, but the HSSC/
Intermediate Examination Certificate is nearly
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always required, although applicants may
sometimes also be admitted based on technical
board diplomas, depending on the program.
A minimum grade average of 50 percent or
above (second division pass) is required by
most institutions, but the threshold in more
competitive disciplines like engineering and
medicine is usually higher (at least 60 percent).
Since upper-secondary education programs
are offered in different streams, an HSSC in a
stream related to the intended major is a typical
requirement as well.

Additionally, applicants may have to sit
for admission tests or interviews, especially at
top-tier institutions. Most typically, this is an
internal assessment devised by the institution,
but it’s increasingly common for institutions
to rely on external tests, such as the National
Aptitude Test conducted by Pakistan’s National
Testing Service. Some private institutions may
also accept foreign tests, such as the U.S.-based
SAT. Applicants who’ve earned secondary
credentials outside of Pakistan must obtain an
equivalency certificate from the Inter Board
Committee of Chairmen to be considered for
admission. It should be noted that colleges or
teaching institutions in the public sector are
bound by the admission requirements set by the
degree-awarding university to which they are
affiliated.

Types of Higher Education Institutions

Pakistan has a higher education system
made up of relatively few degree-granting
universities but close to 3,000 colleges and
other teaching institutions that are affiliated
with these universities. Authorized DAIs are
mostly chartered universities but also include
research institutes or military academies. DAIs
can be either public or private and are approved
(chartered) by the federal or provincial
governments based on the recommendations of
the Higher Education Commission (HEC).
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Higher Education in Pakistan

The Islamic Republic of Pakistan is a
culturally and linguistically diverse large South
Asian country bordered by Afghanistan and Iran
to the north and west, China to the northeast,
India to the east and the Arabian Sea to the south.
The Muslim-majority country was established
in its current form after the partition of former
British India into India and Pakistan in 1947,
and the subsequent secession of Bangladesh,
formerly known as East Pakistan, in 1971.

Education is the secure base for a country’s
socio-economic development and peaceful
progress. It is universally considered to be
an important tool of transformational change
which has a strong correlation with the overall
social and economic development of a country
(Siddiqui, 2007). It can help to improve
the academic quality and research work of
students, scholars and researchers. The Pakistan
government initiated various sound and sensible
education policies since 1947, investing funds
in them.

Pakistan has a relatively young higher
education sector. At the time of partition,
the country had only one university which
had less than 1,000 students enrolled—the
University of the Punjab in Lahore. Since then,
increased participation rates in elementary and
secondary education, as well as the surging
youth population growth of recent years, have
led to a rapid expansion of the system. Tertiary
enrollments spiked from only 305,000 in 1990
to 1.9 million in 2018, according to UNESCO.
There are currently 209 recognized degree-
awarding institutions (DAIls), up from 59 in
2001 and 139 in 2010. The majority of HEIs and
tertiary students are clustered in the province of
Punjab.

HIGHER  EDUCATION
(HEC) OF PAKIStAN

The Higher Education Commission (HEC),
formerly the University Grants Commission,

COMMISSION

is the primary regulator of higher education in
Pakistan. It also facilitates the development of
the higher educational system. Its main purpose
is to upgrade universities in Pakistan to become
centers of excellence in education, research and
development. The HEC has facilitated Pakistani
higher education institutions in aspiring to
international standards, increasing enrollment,
promoting human resource development, and
devising mechanisms for improving the quality
and standards of higher education institutions.
Because of this, in the last fifteen years, and
with the full cooperation of the universities,
for the first time Pakistani higher education
institutions have been included in top ranked
universities of the world. The HEC has played
a leading role in building a knowledge based
economy in Pakistan, by granting hundreds of
doctoral scholarships for education (at home
and abroad) every year.

The following are the main programs,
projects and planning of the HEC at the higher
level of education in Pakistan:

- Curriculum designing, revision and
improvement according to the present needs.
Foreseeable needs also merit attention.

- Admission to foreign students, apart
from indigenous enrollment.

- Highlighting,sponsoringandpatronizing
Social Sciences,Artsand Humanities.

- Scholarship schemes, both domestic
and foreign.

- Hiring faculty and faculty development
programs and schemes.
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