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Rank UNIVERSITY COUNTRY 
1 Universiti Malaya Malaysia 
2 COMSATS University Islamabad (CUI) Pakistan 
3 Tehran University of Medical Sciences Iran 
4 Cairo University Egypt 
5 University of Tehran Iran 
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No.
82Iranian Universities number and their rank in THE 2023 

No. of  Universities Rank 
3 351-500 
7 401-401 
5 501-600 
13 601-800 
4 801-1000 
16 1001-1200 
14 1201-1500 
3 +1501 

In THE 2023, there are 25 Islamic countries, and in terms of the number of universities, Iran with 

Editors-in-chief and Journal managers are 

expressly requested to complete the archives 

of journals in the ISC database to facilitate the 

process of updating their ISC-indexed journal’s 

complete journal archives and submit volume 

articles by November 21st, 2022 (End of 

Aban 1401). Unquestionably, calculating each 

journal archives.

https://ecc.isc.ac/searchEjournals/1 to catch 

a glimpse of your journal archive. This way, 

volume list is available upon searching journal 

XML Uploading System in XML or Excel 

formats.       

submitting journal data available at https://xml.

isc.ac.

submission of data from each journal’s website 

at the click of a mouse.   

Reminder Notice about ISC Journal Archive Completion

and E-registration of Bibliographic Data 

Required by the ISC” held on May 17th , 2022 

would provide you with insightful comments 

on error-free submission of data to ISC 

databases. The workshop is retrievable from: 

http://cloud.ricest.ac.ir/owncloud/index.php/s/

        

a unique designator assigned to a wide range 

of entities including documents, artifacts, and 

researchers. It thus functions as an entity’s online 

fingerprint. The designation of DOR facilitates 

the indexing process and increases the visibility 

of a given object. Since DOR is considered a 

unique advantage, all ISC-indexed journals 

are required to receive DOR for their volume 

articles as a provision for periodical evaluation. 

Therefore, receiving DOR is mandatory.

or Rimag will automatically receive DOR.

receiving DOR, please drop an email containing 

the journal’s web address, the username and 

password to info@dorl.net. ISC professionals 

will provide necessary settings and correct 

errors.   
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THE World University Rankings 2023

The number of Iranian universities in Times Higher Education 
ranking in different years

In the latest Times Higher Education Ranking, three universities from Iran are among the top 400 

universities in the world and 10 universities are among the top 500 universities in the world. These 

statistics are shown in detail in the table below.

Country / Region Total Ranked 
Universities Top performing university 2023 

Rank 
United States 177 Harvard University 2 

Japan 117 The University of Tokyo 39 
United Kingdom 103 University of Oxford 1 

China 95 Tsinghua University 16 
India 75 Indian Institute of Science 251 300 
Iran 65 Golestan University of Medical Sciences 351 400 
Iran 65 Kurdistan University of Medical Sciences 351 400 
Iran 65 Mazandaran University of Medical Sciences 351 400 

Brazil 62 University of São Paulo 201 250 
Turkey 61 Cankaya University 401 500 
Turkey 61 Koç University 401 500 
Turkey 61  401 500 

Italy 55 University of Bologna =161 
Spain 55 University of Barcelona 182 

Germany 50 Technical University of Munich 30 
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The Times Higher Education World 

University Rankings 2023 include 1,799 

universities across 104 countries and regions, 

making them the largest and most diverse 

university rankings to date.

The table is based on 13 carefully calibrated 

performance indicators that measure an 

institution’s performance across four areas: 

teaching, research, knowledge transfer and 

ISC republished World University Rankings 2023ISC republished World University Rankings 2023
Iranian Universities ranked Iranian Universities ranked 

international outlook.

This year’s ranking analyzed over 121 

million citations across more than 15.5 million 

research publications and included survey 

responses from 40,000 scholars globally. 

Overall, we collected over 680,000 data points 

from more than 2,500 institutions that submitted 

data.

Below Table: Overall Top 10

Below Table: Top represented countries and territories in the THE World University Rankings 2023

University Name Country / Region 2023 Rank 2022 Rank Change 
University of Oxford UK 1 1 0 
Harvard University US 2 =2 0 

University of Cambridge UK =3 =5 +2 
Stanford University US =3 4 +1 

Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology US 5 =5 0 

California Institute of 
Technology US 6 =2 -4 

Princeton University US 7 7 0 
University of California, 

Berkeley US 8 8 0 

Yale University US 9 9 0 
Imperial College London UK 10 12 +2 

Country / Region Total Ranked 
Universities Top performing university 2023 

Rank 
United States 177 Harvard University 2 

Japan 117 The University of Tokyo 39 
United Kingdom 103 University of Oxford 1 

China 95 Tsinghua University 16 
India 75 Indian Institute of Science 251 300 

Iran 65 Golestan University of Medical 
Sciences 351 400 

Iran 65 Kurdistan University of Medical 
Sciences 351 400 

Iran 65 Mazandaran University of Medical 
Sciences 351 400 

Brazil 62 University of São Paulo 201 250 
Turkey 61 Cankaya University 401 500 
Turkey 61 Koç University 401 500 
Turkey 61  401 500 

Italy 55 University of Bologna =161 
Spain 55 University of Barcelona 182 

Germany 50 Technical University of Munich 30 
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No.
82 As Table 2 reveals, according to ISC World 

University Rankings by Subject 2020, the best 

Sciences and Astronomy in OIC are King 

Abdulaziz University (Saudi Arabia), Universiti 

Malaya (Malaysia), and King Abdullah 

University of Science and Technology (Saudi 

Arabia) respectively. 

Among OIC region, Turkey with four 

universities has the highest number of 

Sciences and Astronomy.

Ranking D8 member universities, ISC 

considers the most important missions of its 

universities, which are research, innovation, 

education and international activities, and based 

on this, it measures and evaluates D8 universities.

The information of this ranking is collected 

and the websites of universities and other related 

databases.

In order to rank D8 universities, the research 

information (2017-2019) of 1634 organizations 

from D8 member countries was reviewed 

through InCites. Among these organizations, 

the universities that had published more than 

150 documents in this time period constituted 

the target population of this ranking. The 

number of universities that met these conditions 

was 463 that appeared in D8 ranking 2021.

The universities present in this ranking are 

shown in the table below. It is worth mentioning 

that Turkey, Islamic Republic of Iran and 

Indonesia have had the largest number of 

universities in this ranking.

In this ranking, the universities of Malaya, 

Comsats University of Islamabad, Tehran 

University of Medical Sciences, Cairo 

University and Tehran University have obtained 

the first to fifth ranks of this ranking.

ISC released ranking of D8 universities 2021: 
The Presence of 74 Iranian universities

The eight developing Islamic countries 

(D8), consists of Indonesia, the Islamic Republic 

Egypt, and Nigeria.

The universities that have obtained the first 

rank in each of these countries, along with their 

rank among other universities, are shown in the 

table below. As can be seen in this table, Tehran 

University of Medical Sciences has taken the 

first place among the universities of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran.



                                      

2

 Analytical Monthly Newsletter
Institute for Science Citation ISC

Vol. 7       Oct. 2022

Analytical Monthly Newsletter
Institute for Science Citation ISC

Vol. 7      Oct. 2022

No.
82

As Table 1 indicates, in ISC World 

University Rankings by Subject 2020, the best 

Sciences and Astronomy in the world are 

of California Berekley (USA), and Sorbonne 

Rank University Country 

1 Universite Paris Saclay  France  
2 University of California Berekley USA 
3 Sorbonne Universite  France  
4 Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) USA 
5 Harvard University  USA 
6 University of Cambridge  UK  
7 Stanford University  USA 
8 California Institute of Technology USA 
9 University of Tokyo Japan 
10 Princeton University USA 

ISC World University Rankings by Subject 2020

World

It is noticeable that the USA with six 

universities has the highest number of 

Sciences and Astronomy. 

ISC World University Rankings by Subject 2020

Rank University Country 

161 King Abdulaziz University Saudi Arabia 
231 Universiti Malaya Malaysia 

251-300 King Abdullah University of Science and Technology  Saudi Arabia 

301-350 Bogazici University Turkey 

301-350 Quaid I Azam University  Pakistan 
351-400 Middle East Technical University Turkey 
401-450 Ankara University Turkey 
401-450 Comsats University Islamabad (CUI)  Pakistan 
401-450 Istanbul Bilgi University Turkey 
401-450 King Saud University Saudi Arabia 

OIC
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by Subject 2020 in Physical Sciences and Astronomy

Introduction

The Islamic World Science Citation Center 

(ISC) introduced its new global university 

ranking system “World University Rankings 

by Subject 2020” (https://wur.isc.ac) in 2021. 

Of course, ranking is not a new practice in ISC. 

In fact, ISC – as an ISESCO-Affiliated Center 

– based on its duties, has been ranking OIC 

universities since its establishment in 2008. 

But in 2018, it took the initiative to upgrade its 

regional ranking system into a global one which 

releases global university rankings annually. 

After a decade of doing various rankings, 

including national, regional, and global 

rankings, and due to valuable experiences in this 

field (ISC known as the only ranking authority 

in Iran since 1999), ISC started to rank world 

universities based on subject areas for the first 

time.

This new ranking system reports the status 

of more than 2000 universities from all over 

the world with regard to their field and subject. 

They were selected from a population of more 

than 3000 universities. 

In ISC World University Rankings by 

Subject, the OECD hierarchical classification 

structure is used. In this structure, all subject 

areas are divided into 6 main categories and 42 

subcategories (eventually 3 subcategories are 

left out). The 6 main categories in this ranking 

system are: Natural Sciences, Engineering and 

Technology, Medical and Health Sciences, 

Agricultural Sciences, Social Sciences and 

Humanities.

In order to collect more information on the 

methodology of this ranking system, you can 

refer to the following link: https://wur.isc.ac/

Home/SubjectiveMethodology

Natural Sciences

This major subject includes the following 

minor subjects:

Sciences 

(Multidisciplinary sciences)     

In the current report, the top 10 universities 

Astronomy in OIC region and in the world are 

introduced as follows:




