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Abstract

The 1ISC World University Ranking (ISC WUR) system has similarities and differences with
other authoritative global ranking systems. The mere similarity in the results of this system with
other global systems that use a similar methodology cannot shed light on the strengths or
weaknesses of its methodology. Therefore, it is necessary to evaluate this system by comparing its
performance with other systems such as REF and VQR that feature a qualitative approach and are
based on expert judgment. The present study compares the role of the results of the ISC WUR
system with those of the Times, QS, and Shanghai ranking systems in predicting the results of the
REF and VQR systems. Thereby, the aim is to clarify the power of the results of the ISC WUR
system in predicting the results of experts’ reviews and judgments.

This study used a descriptive-correlational method. The criterion variables were the quality
score of universities in the REF system ("GPA™ and "research power") and the VQR quality score
("R"and "IRAS"). The predictor variables were the scores (both overall and research dimensions)
of universities in the ISC WUR, Times, QS, and Shanghai systems. The study population consisted
of all the top universities that were evaluated and ranked in 2021 by the REF and VQR systems
and the ISC WUR, Times, QS and Shanghai systems, and their evaluation score and ranking are
accessible through these systems. The samples were determined by purposive sampling, and they
consisted of universities ranked in both the REF and VQR systems as well as the ISC WUR, Times,
QS, and Shanghai systems. Using a checklist, we collected the research data from online
documents. University ranking data were gathered from the REF and VQR systems in addition to
the ISC WUR, Times, QS, and Shanghai systems. The data were analyzed via simple regression
analysis in SPSS version 23.

The findings demonstrated that all the four university ranking systems, despite their
methodological differences, can account for more than 60 (to 86) percent of the variance in the
quality scores (“GPA” and “research power”) of the REF system. Meanwhile, the power of these
systems in predicting the "R" quality score of VQR is not desirable, while the "R" quality score of
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VQR can be predicted to a small extent by the ISC WUR (11 percent) and Shanghai (22 percent)
systems, the Times and QS ranking systems fall short of predicting this quality score. However, if
the "R™ quality score is normalized based on a quantitative index, the predictive power of the global
ranking systems increases substantially. Specifically, the ISC WUR system will be able to predict
(80 percent) the “IRAS” quality score of the VQR with a slightly higher strength than Shanghai
system (76 percent) and an even greater strength compared with the Times (53 percent) and QS
(58 percent) systems.

The results showed that the ISC WUR system, like other global ranking systems based on
bibliometrics, can predict the results of systems such as REF and VQR that rely on experts’
judgments and opinions. It should be added, however, that the non-normalized quality score of
VQR cannot be predicted by Times and QS systems. Thus, the global ranking systems can to some
extent predict the results of expert judgment-based systems. Although the results of these ranking
systems can be a good predictor of quality, it does not mean research managers and authorities can
dispense with qualitative evaluations. Besides, the ISC WUR system possesses a desirable
methodology insofar as it can satisfactorily reflect the opinions and views of experts in measuring
the performance of universities.

Keywords: University Ranking System, ISC World University Ranking, THE, QS, ARWU, REF,
VQR
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